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I ExnO⁰ r THEREFORE, THAT, FIRST or ALL, sur- 
7 PLICATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING 
_ THANKS, BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; FOR KINGS, 
AND FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY; THAT 


WW May LEAD A eier AND PEACEABLE LIFE In 


ALL GODLINESS AND HONESTY. 


N theſs words we have a precept founded upon the 
© authority of holy Scripture, to which there is added the ; 
2 reaſon and end of the practice which it enjoins. We are ex- . 
horted to make Kings and other Magiſtrates the objects of 
our prayers and thankſgivings to God; and the ground of 
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(4) 
this exhortation | is, that under the protection of thelr good. 


government we may be enabled in quietneſs and peace to 


follow the duties of religion and virtue. Here you will ob⸗ 
| ſerve that the command (or in the unaſſuming language __ 
2 the Apoſtle, the exhortation) is of Divine authority; 3 but FR 
the reaſon upon which it reſts i is taken from the dictates of 9 
plain common ſenſe, and lies level to the comprehenſion of . 
the moſt ordinary capacity. And herein we have cauſe to 5 
| admire the condeſcenſion of the Deity, who hath made a 
duty of this general importance fo plain and reaſonable. | But 0 
it is not in this precept only that this condeſcending goodneſs Eos 
of God i is manifeſted ; it is in truth a great and diſtinguiſh- hy 
" ing characteriſtic of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, that all thoſe a 
; duties, Which! it requires to be moſt ſtrictly and generally 
| obſerved, are made intelligible to the meaneſt underſtanding. > 
We ſee? in its laws not only what! is commanded, but where- | 
fore; and the wiſdom of the Lawgiver i in enaQing them is 
1 5 not more evidently diſplayed therein, than our own. intereſt 
in obſerving them. « And ſurely (to adopt the words of a 


4 judicious and pious Author) even in the laws of God, 


'* Hooker's Works, p. 525. fol. Ed. 1622, 
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although 


+. 


F-'8- 
« although that he hath given commandment, be in itſelf a 
xe reaſon ſufficient to exact all obedience at the hands of men, 
60 yet a forcible: inducement it is to obey with oreater alacrity 
«and chearfulneſs of mind, when we ſee plainly that no- 
. thing! is impoſed more than we muſt needs yield: unto, ex- 
cept we will be onreafonable. In a word, whatſoever we 
e be taught, be it precept for direction of our manners, or 5 
« article for inſtruction of our faith, or document any way 
4 for information of our minds, it then taketh root and 


0 © abideth, when we conceive not only v what God doth ſpeak, f 


- + * but why,” 


11 certainly cannot be diſputed whether the commandment 
- the Text be i in the aumber of thoſe that are of the moſt | 
4 general concern and importance, to the welfare of mankind: 


for what man is there ſo hardy as to deny, chat A a good | 


government is neceflaty to the well- -being of ſociety ; ; or who 


ſo blind as n not to perceive, that to live peaceably and quietly 


is a bleſſing which can be ſecured to him under a good 


5 government only ? It; is therefore a duty as extenſive as ſociety : 
ö itſelf, and as intereſting to every individual as his own tem- 
poral n. It is moreover a duty of perpetual obliga- 


tion; 3 
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: tion; becauſe there is no time when a man does not ſtand 
| in need of thoſe comforts which are to be found i in the peace 
? and tranquillity: of a. well · governed ſociety. And therefore 

our Church, in obedience to this command, does in her 
| daily ſervice make interceflion for Kings, and for all that 
are in authority under them : and herein ſhe follows the ex- ä 


3 ample of primitive Chriſtianity, as we may gather from 
St. Chryſoſtom 3 in his Homily upon this Text. © The Com- 

90 municants know (ſaith he) how that this is done every 
46 Day, both i in the evening, and in the morning: how for 5 
: © all the world, and for Kings, and for all that are in au- i 


« « thority, we make ſupplication.* 5 


Bur if this be conſtantly, our i duty, it becomes 1 more parti- 
; c ſo i in ſeaſons of danger to thoſe, whoſe welfare we 
Ws muſt conſider as connected with, and including, our own. 
/ On ſuch. occaſions ſome eſpecial and ſuitable expreſſions of 
our duty ſhould appear "4 whether f in fupplications for the 15 
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avoidance of an impending evil, or 1n thankſgivings for deli- 
 verance from a danger that is gone by. With this perſuaſion 5 
| therefore, and in confidence that a Body, ſo truly and un- 


queſtionably loyal as this Univerſity, will readily join with 


me, I ſhall employ, the preſent time to fulfil (however i im 
perfectly) this obligation; and particularly to return thanks 
to Almighty God for that he hath preſerved our Sovereign. TY 
= from the late horrid and infatuated attempt made upon his 
4 perſon : and life. For 1 hold it to be incumbent on all good _ 
: ſubjects, thus early, openly, . and zealouſly, to declare their 
= abhorrence of ſo vile a treaſon, and their gladneſs for ſo pre- 1 
Cious a deliverance. There can be no time too ſoon, no 
1 manner too public, no place too. holy, to make this declara- 
tion in: : if immediately, that the accomplices (thould any | 
there be of ſo Foul a deſign) may be intimidated, and con- 
; founded, and deſpair of their devices; if to all the world, | 
that all the world may notice and reſpect our affection for che | 
| perſon. of our King ; 3 if i in the preſence of God, that we may 5 
join religion to our loyalty, and add the efficacy of prayer to 
our c natural Rrengah « exerted i in his defence. 
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"Bip is certainly our duty to why for our Kings and Ma- 


Nj giſtrates, whatever they may be, and that for 'our own ſakes.” 
” If their government be bad, or their private lives licentious 
and vicious, we pray, that God,. in whoſe rule and govern- 
| ance are the hearts of Kings, may fo diſpoſe and turn them, 
that they ſhall no more do injury to their ſubjects, either by : 
their authority, « or their example. But when a People have 
the happineſs to enjoy a mild and equitable adminiſtration of 5 
government, and to live under a Prince whoſe private life i is 
irreproachable, and exemplarily virtuous, the motives of bene- - 
volence will unite with ſelf. love to excite our interceſſions ons 
for his ſafety and proſperity. The generous heart will do ”” 
this upon account of his Sovereign; ; the moſt intereſted 
EL will do it upon his own. 1 truſt therefore, that on this | 
occaſion there will be found millions, whoſe prayers and 
” thankſgivings will heartily be offered up to that Being in 
8 whoſe hands are the iſſues of life: "8 nay, 1 am confident, 
Z that in the wide extent of his dominions, our Sovereign has 5 
5 not a ſubject who has not good reaſon to rejoice. in his pre- 
ſervation, and to pray that ſo gracious a reign may be proſ- 


5 perous and long. But that any one ſhould ariſe againſt a 


King 
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King who has born his faculties ſo meekly ; that in theſe 
kingdoms there ſhould exiſt one individual, capable of ſo 
baſe, and diabolical, and cowardly, and withal, ſo ſenſeleſs To 
a treaſon, i is matter of real aſtoniſhment : and truly I expect, 5 
g and for the ſake of humanity, and the character of our nue 
tion, 1 hope it will appear, that chis was not the contrived . 
plot of any reaſonable creature, but o the wild attempt 7 


” of a diſtempered brain, 5 


Fon it might be 'thought, m not as s ſome fondly think with- _— | 
72 out reaſon for their opinion, but with as good aſſurance as | 
5 85 can be bad in the uncertainty of human things i it might be f 
5 95 depended upon, that the love of the people, and his own gentle : 
adminiſtration, had ſet ſuch a hedge about our King, that — 
Treaſon could but peep at what i it would : But if neither mne 8 
preſent and inevitable ſtroke of juſtice, which often deters mm 
| moſt vicious, nor the inoffenſiveneſs of the deſtined victim, 1 
which ſometimes hath diſarmed the hand of the murderer, if _ 
theſe could: not enſure his perſonal ſafety, ſtill had we rea- 
ſon to truſt that he might freely walk without the apprehen- 
ſion of danger. For, to paſs over the foul crime of treachery, w 
to ſet aſide the abominable wickedneſs of murder, to omit 
8 the 
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the baſe cowardice of aſſaſſination, it cannot be imagined. 


there ſhould exiſt any one ſo fooliſh as to execute or conceive | 


the attempt of removing our preſent Sovereign to make room 


for another. This was never attempted by our foreign ene 
mies; 3 and 1 believe che world is become more humanized, 
and wiſer than t to recur to ſuch vile and barbarous means 
Oe for the attainment of ends however advantageous. In the 
late unhappy troubles, they whom we declared, and fought . 
: againſt as Rebels, never aimed at a revenge of this fort : nor 
even among thoſe baſe inſtruments of treaſon, the ſpies and 
incendiaries that lurked i in the land, was there found one to. 
: imagine ſo bloody and ſavage a a ſcheme. | 


"Tis: unwelcome truth however muſt be acknowleged ; t 


that crimes of various: deſcriptions, and particularly crimes: of : 
violence and cruelty, have within theſe laſt years been en- 

S creaſing beyond the example of former times. The fre- L 
quent and numerous executions are melancholy proofs of 7 
this: ; and the enlargement. of our priſons, humanely in: 


deed but neceſſarily made, declares more forcibly than words ; 


= oe expreſs, the depravity of this generation. | In that 


all- ; 
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( xx ) 
all-harbouring city, the capital of our rich and luxurious 
nation, Vice is become terrible to the community and the 

Magiſtrates, to ſuch a ſize and fierceneſs is ſhe lately 5 


| grown. "Pa," even in thoſe wretches who are moſt open to 


| the temptations of wickedneſs, and who live in the daily 


1 commiſſion of the moſt flagrant crimes, even in n thoſe the : 


frankneſs and bravery of our national character is not o 
entirely loſt, as to make them the fit inſtruments of afſaſſi- 
nation. In that crime there i is a combination of the worſt, g 


but oppoſite vices ; diflimulation, craft, cowardice, revenge, 


violence, audacity ; fo that it requires a firange temper of 


depravity ; za peculiar foil of corruptneſs 1 to grow up in: which ES 


; 1 wiſh were in no climate to be found ; but I truſt it will Tn 


5 never to any wide extent be found in this country, ſo long 


as the freedom of its conſtitution, and the virtue of its 5 


= laws ſhall remain. . 


Tur » ſafety v7 our ic King therefore ſeemed to be eſtabliſh- 
ed, and his perſon. to be placed beyond the appreh enfion 
of afſault. In the youthful time of his reign, and in a long : 


and complicated war, it bad never been aſkiled ; and it 


might 
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might have been eipeticl, that years and peace ſhould add 8 
to his ſecurity. For if there be any period; fince bis acceſ- 
ſion to the throne of theſe kingdoms, when his people 
os have reaſon to pray for the proſperity and continuance of his 

ig 111 now; when, after an end put to a raſh and ruinous 


„ they ſee a plan ſeriouſly laid down, and ſtrenuouſiy 


þ entered upon: for the diminution of the enormous debt of 
the nation, and. the future alleviation of their heavy bur= 
chens: when frogality appears to be adopted; when they | 


. have the hopeful expectance of an undiſturbed and perma- 


1 nent Peace; + that theſe good, things, which are now. begun, 
: may not be interrupted, before. they: ſhall have produced 


— tome; laſting; and ſubſtantial effect. a But I mean, not to 5 


touch upon the meaſures of his government; 1 medgle 00k 
with che counſels or conduct of his miniſters; ( nor do . 
thoſe which I have now mentioned proceed from any party 5 


or ſet of men fo much as from the advice and defire of the ” 


whole nation) his perſonal character and qualities, his pri- 85 ; 
vate life and, manners, and the experience which 1 many 
years have given us of his perſeverance | in a temperate and 


virtuous 


4% 1: 
virtuous courſe, all this, I ſay, muſt endear him to his ſub- 


Jen, and render him reſpectable to the whole world. 


By whom could a Monarch like this ſuſpect himſelf to 
be hated? F rom whom eſpecially could he apprehend dan- 


ger to his own. perſon? With all his neighbours he was * 


peace nor could any one amongſt them fear his encroach- : 
ment or. ambition. In his internal government he had ex- 


| aſperated no man by ſeverity or injuſtice. In his perſonal 


; conduct he was ſo perfectly clear of offence, that amidſt all 


the petulance and invective of a licentious age, no complaint ; 


of this ſort hath ever been heard. It muſt be frenzy only, or 
5 infatuation, that could lift a weapon to eut off a. Prince ſo gra 


cious, and ſo unoffending: to cut bim off i in the midſt of 


his people, 1 in the ſeaſon of public proſperity and Peace, 3 and 3 


in the maturity of his + ſtrengths and abilities. 


1 * was not therefore in the power of: reaſon or human e 


| deſtrutive to our Sovereign. There was no cauſe from 
which we could deduce the expectance of ſo barbarous an 
OS effec, 


foreſight to perceive this danger which had ſo nearly proved SO 
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effect, either in the ſtate of bis dominions, or the diſpoſi- 
tion of his enemies, or the temper and wickedneſs of the 
age. And truly, to declare my belief, it was a fatal and 
unaccountable impulſe, which the Deity: hath permitted, to 
fulfil the ſecret purpoſes of his will. F rom the conſidera- 
| tion of which, it is our duty to reflect with how abſolute and * 
continual a ſway he governs and controuls all things upon 
earth; and to acknowledge his hand i in the protection and 
3 fall of Kings, and in the welfare and change of mighty 
a States. And, that we may never be too ſecure. in proſ- 
5 perity, he hath ſhewn i in this inſtance of danger, ſo nearly 
threatened, and ſo narrowly avoided, how weak a creature „ 
may be ſhaped into the inſtrument of his: vengeance. ih ſpeak 
the language of truth and moderation, and (as I think) the 
opinion of all good men, in faying that it would ever have 
been accounted a ſevere ſtroke of divine vengeance, if our | 
Sovereign had fallen by means o ſudden, ſo tragical, ſo i im- 
probable. But let me dwell no longer on the painful ſup- 
poſition ; ; I will rather turn your thoughts to that pleaſure 
which we all maſt feel | in his preſervation and ſafety. And | 


ſince 


ſince it hath pleaſed the divine Providence of heaven to 
fruſtrate this deteſtable attempt. let us, together with all. | 


1 ſubjects, acknowledge our gratitude for the mercy ; 


and, in obedience to the precept of the Text, offer up c our 


thankſgivings and our prayers. 


Aruicurx cop, who haſt in all ages mewed thy 
power and merey in the Protection of righteous and reli- 
a gious Kings and States, we yield thee our unfeigned thanks 

| and praiſe for thy deliverance of our gracious Sovereign King 


: George from the late unnatural attempt made upon his life : 


and moſt bumbly we beſeech thee till to defend bim from | 


po all the dangers to which he may be expoſed. Weaken the . 


5 hands, blaſt the deſigns, and defeat the enterprizes of all his 


Cee enemies, that no ſecret conſpiracies, nor open violences, 


1 may diſquiet his reign: let him always poſſeſe che hearts of 


9 13 his people, that they may never fail in honour to his per- . 


1 ſon, and dutiful ſubmiſſion to his authority : let his reign 


. long and proſperous ; ; that he may ſee his children, and = 


his children' 8 children, the imitator 8 and equals of his vir- | 
tues: and that theſe bleſſings 1 may be continued to after-ages, 


let 


(16 } | 


let there hever- be wanting one of his line to ſucceed, 
who ſhall excel his predeceſſor in Chriſtian and princely 

virtues. until chat appointed time, when the kingdoms of. 
this world ſhall become the kingdonis of our Lord, and of 


| his Chriſt, to o reign over all for ever and eter. ln 
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